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January 3, 2006 730 NORTH ALBANY, CHICAGO, IL 60612 USA

(773) 2656500 FAX (773) 265-6985
http:llwww.oolumbuslqods.com

Mr. Richard Chaver.

'Umted States Department of Agnculturc
Fax: (202) 690-2221 |

':,;:4." -

" Re: Procurement of Commodmes for Forelgn Donatwn '

7 C¥R Part 1496?‘

;mN 0560-A

Génuemcn'

Columbus Foods is a supphcr of vcgctablc oil. We pamcxpate extenswely in supplyml,
vegetable oil to the Commodity Credit Corporation (“CCC™) in support of the U.S. _
Government’s humanitarian food aid programs. On behalf of Columbus Foods T am writing to
request a 45-day extension of the January 17, 2006 date established by CCC’s notice (70 Fed.
Reg. 74717) of a proposed rule to adopt new procedures to be used by CCC in evaluation of bids

-in connection with the procurement of commadities for donation overseas. Thatl notice was

published in the Federal. Register of December 16, 2005, immediately pnor to the holidays. 1
have only just become aware of the notice. Allhough 1 am sure that the timing of the publication
was not intended to cut short the comment period, it certainly has had that effect for me and for
other intcrested orgamzauons in’ my mdustr) with whom 1 have been in communication.

As the Federal ,Regr.s'ter notice 1dcnt1ﬁes. the emstmg procurement proccdurcs have been in

- cffect “for many years.” And while the notice states that the proposed rule has been determined

to be “not significant,” the background discussion identifies important potential impacts
anticipated to result from the adoption of the proposed new procedures, including changes in port
allocations and carricr sclection. The notice also includes an unexplained reference to the “use
of different types of occan scrvices.”

| Columbu.s Foods behe»es tha.t thc. rcwscd procedures conlemplated by the proposed rule havc

\mde-rangmg lmp]lCd.thDb that requirc carcful cvaluation and informed comment, not a hasty
responsc such as that ‘which would be required by the date currently estublished in the Federal
Register notice. We accordingly request that the date be cxtended lor 45 days.

Sincerely,

John K H&ly
General Manager

‘Columbus Foods Company.
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