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Via Facsimile: (202) 690-2221

Mr. Richard Chavez

Manager, Export Programs

United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenuc, S.W,
Washington, DC 20250-0351

Re: Procurement of Commodities Tor Foreign Donation
Commadity Credit Corporation, USDA
7 CFR Part 1496, RIN 0560- AH3G

Dear Mr. Chavez:

It is the positian of the Virginia Part Authority that a change in the current rule for
the procurement of donation commadities from a twao step bid system to & one Step bid
system tnay have & dramalic impact on the port distribution of donation cormmodities. We
do nat feel that this proposed rule change has been analyzed and/or explained in enough
detail to allow the stakeholders in this business Lo assess the likely impact on theiwr
husiness level, We would like to see mare apalysis and resting of the propased rule
change on the port distribution of these commodities before heing in a phsition (0 suppoTt
any such change. There has been a significant investment made in both facilities and
equipment by industry in our pert community 1o receive and handle these donation
commodities. These investmenls wete mude To support this businass with a long-term
focus, znd these stakeholder/partners should be allowed 10 participate in a full and open
review prior o the implementatien of any procedural change that could signiticantly
impact their business.

J, Aatert Sray
Expeulive Direnind
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It is our position that any rule change in the procurement of donation commedities
be postponed until completion of thorough testing and determination of the expected
changes in commodity pert distribution and overal) program cost benefits. Only after such
an analysis is completed, and the findings are shared, can any port realistically measure
the impact of the rule change. We certainly would support a rule change that significantly
lpwers the costs of the overall donafion programs. However, we feal that il is premature
to implement the propased rule change without a determination of the impact to local port
business and a thorough analysis of whether such impact, it matenal, has artendant
program cost benefits to justify a material adverse port impact.

Yoaurs truly,

S Lﬂ&-—\
J. Robert Bray

Execurive Director
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